
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                   

                                          
 

 
                                                                                                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  October 2026 - 3509 

Dear Friends:   

It’s great to have our fall season underway. From outdoor worship to Rally Day, 

to the Reach One sermon series, we have found ourselves coming back together, 

getting back into the rhythms, and getting focused on our mission in the world.  

In the middle of all of this, I have been thinking about the gift of offering  

another person our time and attention. One of the things that is in short supply 

these days is presence. Our lives are busy. Our calendars fill up. And because 

our time is valuable, we naturally begin to ask what we are accomplishing with 

our time. What will come from this meeting? What’s in it for me? I understand 

that. I ask those questions too.   

But God seems to operate differently. In Scripture, God’s promise is not simply, 

“I will accomplish something for you.” It is, “I will be with you.” And in Jesus, 

that promise becomes flesh. God comes near and enters ordinary human life and 

in the process gives us his presence. Now through the Holy Spirit, his presence 

is with us forevermore.    

Reach One has been inviting us to pay attention to that kind of presence.  

Sometimes reaching one person looks remarkably ordinary. It may mean  

staying in the driveway an extra 10 minutes because it gives you an opportunity 

to talk with your neighbor. It may mean calling someone who has been on your 

mind. It may mean listening instead of offering an answer. It may mean showing 

up for a coffee without needing to accomplish anything at all.    

As we now move into October, we are heading into John’s gospel to talk about 

love. Jesus does not speak of love as a distant idea, but as a way of being present 

to one another. In a world that so easily teaches us to label people not like us as 

“other,” Jesus calls us into something different: to neighbor them. To draw into 

relationship and to love one another as he has loved us.  

In an age of division and distrust, I think we could all use that reminder right 

now.  

  

In Christ,  

  

  

Pastor Adam 

 







CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AT LAKE SHORE CHURCH:  

We began our Reach One journey back in the spring, and have revisited the series this fall. However, Reach One is 
not a sermon series, but an invitation for us as Christians to go out in the world and glorify God by reaching the 
churchless. We may find when talking to others about our faith, it is uncomfortable. Concerns in my own head were 
raised when I thought about what Reach One would be like for me. What if I push someone away further? What if 
my friendships get ruined? Do I even know enough to preach the gospel to someone who hasn’t met God before?  
 
These are all valid concerns, but they don’t have to give us fear to do what God is calling us to do! Pastor Adam has 
been working alongside our Lake Shore Church Deacons who have been working the Reach One cycles: Commit to 
the Journey, Pray for Discernment, Relate to Others with Curiosity, Commit to One, Pray for Your One, Relate to 
Others for Support. Some of our deacons have generously shared their stories answering the following questions to 
share with you, our LSC friends and family: 
 
“If you’ve found your One, how did you find them? What has been a challenge you have faced, and if you have 
overcome it, how did you? 
 
I found my One through our church and Pastor Adam. He introduced me to Gina, and we had been meeting 
twice a month to pray and discuss scriptures that had spoken to us. This was working very well, and I believe 
I was receiving just as much meaning from the meetings as Gina was. We spoke a lot about our faith and the 
belief that placing our challenges in God's hands was what both of us needed to do. We also spoke about  
forgiveness and being able to let go of negative memories that hinder spiritual growth. 
 
The challenge came with health issues for both of us. We are now on hold until we are both well enough to 
continue. I look forward to continuing this journey with her.  
 
I have also been reaching out to another friend I met at church but have not been able to connect with her.  
I continue to pray and ask God for His guidance with Laura. She is a dear friend, and her faith has been 
shaken a bit. I am praying she will find a path back to God and His love. The Reach One effort is unique for 
each of us. I am pleased and surprised that my humble efforts are seeming to make a difference. 
 
Pam Boyd 
 
———————————————————— 
 
I found my “Reach One” at work, and our relationship is still in the beginning stages. She has recently gone 
through some personal challenges and had to relocate from her original residence to St.Clair Shores. I knew 
she was moving to this area, so I waited until the timing felt right to invite her to church. She is already a  
believer, so I feel like the next step is to be intentional and invite her to join us at church.  
 
One of my biggest challenges has been wanting her to have a positive experience and be a good connection. I 
worry that if she comes and things don’t go well, it will somehow reflect on me, especially because I will still 
need to maintain our relationship through work. I’ve been concerned about the potential disappointment and 
how that might affect our friendship or working relationship. I’ve been praying about it and reminding  
myself that it’s not about me and that it’s in God’s hands. I don’t need to carry the pressure of how she  
responds or worry about disappointment; my role is simply to take the next step and extend the invitation.  
 
Peggy Dell 
 
———————————————————— 
 
Helping someone come back to church or bringing someone to church for the first time is a gift that God wants us to 
receive. We invite you to consider the people in your life, and how God can bless them abundantly with His  
presence, guiding them to see His love, perfection, and purpose.  

Written and Submitted by the  

Lake Shore Church Deacons and Jenna Dell 






