
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                   

                                          
 

 
                                                                                                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  March 2026 - 3509 

Dear Friends,  
I so appreciate the annual rhythms of our church calendar and liturgical seasons. 
Each year, the cycle of Advent and Christmas gives way to Lent and Easter.  
Together, they tether the life of the church to the very life of Christ — His birth, 
ministry, death, and resurrection. This rhythm forms us for life with God.  
As we find ourselves in Lent — a season of preparation and repentance — this 
year we are focusing on the theme of control: our desire for it and the cost it  
carries.  
The older I get, the more I realize how much time I’ve spent worrying about  
things beyond my control. There is so much in life that we simply cannot control 
We can be responsible. We can be faithful. We can steward that which has been 
entrusted to us – including our relationships. But we cannot control outcomes, 
other people, not the future, and certainly not God. Grasping for control is, in 
many ways, grasping to be like God. What hubris.  
The alternative to control is surrender — trusting God to lead and guide us. After 
spending this month exploring how we seek control and what such grasping 
costs us, we will witness how Jesus completely surrendered control on the cross 
and what God did through that surrender on Easter morning.   
Easter presents a tremendous opportunity to invite neighbors, friends, and  
acquaintances to church. Many people are open to coming on Easter and are just 
waiting for an invitation. What might happen if each of us extended one simple, 
personal invitation?    
And to give you a tease into April – in the weeks after Easter, we will introduce 
a new initiative called Reach One. It’s not complicated. It’s modeled on what 
the early church did after they encountered the risen Christ: they shared that 
good news with others. Your leaders have been testing a process that invites us 
to open ourselves to the way God may already be working – asking Him to place 
just one person in our lives with whom we might help create an opening for a 
real encounter with Jesus. Keep your eyes open for more details later in March.  
Before then, we have much to celebrate — this weekend with Pastor Isaac, our 
worship night, and dinner with the Chung’s. And the following week, March 
8th as we ordain and install officers, witnessing how God continues to raise up 
leaders to serve His church for this current moment.  
Here is what I am praying for — that God would breathe fresh life into our 
church. That faith would feel alive again for those for whom it has grown 
dormant. That hope would rise. That love would deepen. That new people would 
find their way here and discover they belong. Will you join me in praying for 
that kind of renewal? Not someday. But here and now. In us and among us.  
 

In Christ, 

 

 
Adam 





CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AT LAKE SHORE CHURCH:  

 
 

Written and Submitted by 

Jenna Dell  

Photos by Sophia Liolli 

You may have noticed Lake Shore Church has a new friend helping out during worship 

and special events. Sophia Liolli, granddaughter of Joseph Claycomb, has dedicated her 

time and energy to taking pictures and creating a welcome video for our website gallery 

and front page. We have been so grateful for the amazing pictures she’s captured, and 

that we can share them with the Lake Shore Church and St.Clair Shores community. 

Although it’s been some time since attending Lake Shore Church, Sophia is no stranger. 

She was baptized as an infant by our former pastor, Pastor Duncan, and attended church 

through elementary school. Sophia recalls going to Sunday School in the chapel,  

watching bible stories on VHS tapes and running around with her friends. She started 

becoming more involved shortly after her grandfather’s passing in July 2025.  

After having conversations with Sophia, Adam discovered her talent for media and 

camerawork, a gift that could help us in a long overdue welcome video that Adam and I (Jenna) have been 

tabling for some time. Over the last six months Sophia has been gathering short clips to chop down into one 

beautiful video that we presented a couple of weeks ago during worship. If you missed it, it’s now live at 

lakeshorechurch.com/welcome/  

Sophia attended Alma college for five years receiving her bachelor’s degree in new media studies. There she 

learned about media, camera literacy, journalism, film, and video editing. Apart from her college education, 

Sophia has had a love for photography and film for years. Her love for film began as a kid when she watched 

the Godfather with her Dad, inspired by the details of the film production. She has owned a camera for over a 

decade now and enjoys shooting for weddings, baptisms, and even animal photography. If you need her for 

any of your personal events, feel free to reach out and we can get you connected! 

Sophia has dreams of breaking into the film industry, but while working on her dream she spends her time 

dog sitting and working for a nonprofit thrift store called “The Full Circle Foundation”. This nonprofit  

organization supports kids and young adults who have mental disabilities and prepares them for the world we 

live in today.  

We are beyond grateful we were able to welcome Sophia back into the life of our church, and that we have 

seen God’s transformation of these gifts for his glory.  








