
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                   

                                          
 

 
                                                                                                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  July 2026 - 3509 

Dear Friends:  

As we celebrate our nation’s 250-year anniversary, I reflect on three features of the 
American experiment that continue to shape our common life.  

Freedom of religion. As a church leader, I don’t take for granted the freedom we have 
to gather for worship. We gather publicly and without threat to our lives or livelihood. 
Such a privilege is not found in every place throughout the world. It’s based on the 
founders’ decision not to establish a national religion and to protect the free exercise of 
all religions. If one religion was established above any other, then no religion was truly 
safe.  

Along with this freedom came the conviction that faith should  be embraced voluntarily 
rather than imposed by government. Religion is at its best when it is freely chosen, and 
our nation’s commitment to religious liberty has allowed faith to contribute to the  
common good without government control or favoritism.  

Religious Diversity. The founders came from a variety of religious traditions, including 
multiple Protestant traditions, Catholics, Jews, as well as some deists and other  
nontraditional believers. They did not agree on every point of theology, yet they worked 
together in establishing a new nation. From the beginning, America has been a place 
where people of differing religious convictions have shared in the responsibilities of 
citizenship.  

Part of our founding diversity included Presbyterians, and although we were never the 
largest religious body, Presbyterians exercised an influence in the founding that far  
exceeded their numbers. As Presbyterians, we take pride in our contribution to the  
nation’s founding while continuing to be good neighbors alongside those whose faith 
differs from our own.  

Checks and Balances. One principle of Reformed Presbyterian theology that resonates 
with our constitutional system is the doctrine of “total depravity.” That phrase means 
that sin touches every part of human life.  Even our best intentions can become mixed 
with pride, self-interest, fear, or the desire for control.    

That is why accountability matters. It is also why our constitution distributes power  
rather than concentrating it. Authority is strongest when it is accountable. As Christians, 
this principle leads us to humility. We need accountability not only in government, but 
in churches, families, workplaces, and in our own hearts. Freedom is best protected 
when power is restrained, truth can be spoken, and no one is treated beyond correction.  

As we celebrate 250 years of our nation, I give thanks for these gifts that have shaped 
our common life. At the same time, as Christians our ultimate hope has never rested in 
any nation or political system. We are grateful for our country’s blessings while  
remembering that our highest allegiance belongs to Jesus Christ alone.  

In Christ,  

 
 

Pastor Adam   







CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AT LAKE SHORE CHURCH:  

Each quarter, Pastor Adam invites our visitors to a discussion called Membership Matters. It is a 45 minute session about our 
church, community life, and the purpose behind joining Lake Shore as members. Last month we had some familiar faces  
officially join our church! We are so excited to see how God shapes them in this new journey, and witness the fruit of  
His vision.  
 
In this month’s article, we wanted to celebrate our new members and learn a little more about who they are and why they  
decided to call Lake Shore Church “home” with these few honest questions: 
 
1. How did you get introduced to Lake Shore Church? 
2. What made you decide to become a member? 
3. What do you look forward to most about committing to your church membership and this journey with the Lord? 
 
 
 
Brian Moore 
 
1. I first attended Lake Shore after being invited by my girlfriend, Hannah Dell, and later by her  

sister, Jenna, to join the worship band. 
2. I decided to become a member because it felt like the right time to fully embrace my faith again. 

After 2+ years of regular attendance, serving through music and liturgy, building relationships 
within the congregation and church leadership, and as my relationship with Hannah became more 
serious, membership felt like a natural next step in my spiritual journey. 

3. I look forward to growing closer to God, serving the church, and continuing to be part of a  
community that has positively impacted my life.  

 
 
 
Pam Miller 
 
1. I was first introduced to the church by Laura and John Yost. I attended the funeral of Ginger  

Callsen. Then I was introduced to Ginger’s  neighbor, who asked if I would be interested in taking 
a woman she cared for to church. Soon, I began taking Margaret Sadler to Sunday service.   

2. After spending 5 months in the hospital with COVID, and nearly dying, I kept asking why I lived. 
I then changed my questioning asking God to show my new purpose to life under His light.  
Enter Margaret. I enjoyed bringing Margaret to church and I knew this was where I belonged.  
I found what I was missing. I tried a couple of other churches, but none were as warm and wel-
coming to visitors as Lake Shore. 

3. I wish to continue my journey to rediscover the relationship I once had with our Lord.   
 
 
 
Martin Eastman 
 
1. For the last few years, my wife and I have been talking about joining a local church for 

spiritual reasons and for a greater sense of community. Mr. Rogers has been a major 
influence in my life, certainly in my approach to parenting, and I knew he was a  
Presbyterian minister. So, I Googled Presbyterian churches in Saint Clair Shores, which 
led me to Lake Shore Church. 

2. The more I learn about Presbyterian theology and philosophy, the more I realize that 
I’ve been a Presbyterian for years—I just didn’t know it. Regarding Lake Shore  
specifically, I find the services very peaceful, and I love the church’s commitment to 
serving the community. 

3. I look forward to getting involved with church events and volunteering. I recently had 
knee surgery, so I have had to attend virtually for the last few weeks. But as soon as I 
have the doctor’s approval, I’ll be back in the sanctuary and getting my hands dirty by 
serving the community. I believe that our Christian duty is to strive to make our world a 
little more like the Kingdom of God—which can be accomplished by loving and caring for our neighbors! 

 
 
Thank you so much to our new members for embracing this walk in faith!  
Congratulations, and we welcome you into our church family. 






