
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                   

                                          
 

 
                                                                                                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  January 2026 - 3509 

Dear Friends: 
 
As we usher in the New Year, many of us will undoubtedly name some resolutions and 
fresh goals. For many of us (myself included), this annual exercise is more aspirational 
than anything else. Yes, I want to be healthier, more organized, more ahead of the game.  
These are good things, and I really do want to be committed to them! But if I’m honest, 
that kind of commitment tends to put it all on me. It tends to depend on my willpower to 
achieve a new state of being. And inevitably I end up feeling the burden of it all and 
reverting back to my old ways.   
 
This January, rather than focusing on commitments we make to ourselves, I’m going to 
be talking about Christian commitment. If resolutions are promises we make to  
ourselves, Christian commitment is a life we surrender to Someone else.   
 
Christian commitment doesn’t start with us but rather with God. From Genesis onward, 
we see a God who is committed to us—who keeps showing up, and whose faithfulness 
means He will never let us go. And so, when we respond, it is never about earning 
God’s love. We commit because God has already committed to us. And as we  
experience God’s steadfast love, it draws us in and changes us.   
 
Many are afraid of commitment these days.  Commitment can feel like obligation—like 
one more thing to do. We assume commitment requires constant intensity, passion, and 
emotional energy. But Christian commitment often lives in the quiet, repeated, and  
ordinary. It looks like showing up again. Praying again. Serving again. Trying again. 
Forgiving again. Our commitment to God is never about arriving somewhere or 
reaching perfection; it is about returning – again and again - to the One to whom 
we belong.   
 
And the beautiful thing about this practice is that we don’t do it alone. As a church, we 
coalesce around the practice of commitment as we gather week by week to proclaim 
what is true. We worship, we confess, we learn, we serve—and we are formed, not 
merely by information but a shared life shaped by the faithfulness of God.   
 
As we step into a new year, my prayer is not simply that we would “try harder.” My 
prayer is that we would respond to God’s initiative. That is why I’m excited about  
Experiencing God. It’s not a “try harder” program; it’s an invitation to pay attention—
to discern where God is moving—and then to respond with obedience. The work is  
personal, but as we practice together—an individual “yes” to God can become a shared 
step forward as God’s people.   
 
I am excited to see where God will take us in 2026.  The path is lit and God is faithfully 
leading the way.  May our commitment be a simple, steady “yes” to His invitation. 
 
In Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Adam  
 
 
 
 





CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AT LAKE SHORE CHURCH:  

 
 

Imagine, a cold wintery Saturday night. The church is staged for an 
event. Santa’s slay parked out back. He is set up and ready for selfies and gift 
lists. The Welcome Center is set up for writing cards and “decorating”  
cookies (really, set up for eating cookies), and the Sanctuary is filled with 
Christmas songs and the screens are ready for the Nativity Story, hosted by 
our very own, Brian Moore. The volunteers are eagerly anticipating the  
arrival of the kids and their parents. Auntie clause and Santa’s helper wait in 
the atrium to guide and direct children and their families to the right stations. 
We had a successful year of events, the Chili-off with Karaoke, Memorial 
Day float, VBS, Lake Shore on the Lawn, the Pumpkin Patch, and Trunk N 
Treat (TNT). Moreover, what I have been alluding to above is our Cookies 
with Santa event, which just occurred earlier last month.  

Now remember, we were also hosting this event for the first time in 
over four years. I had been preparing for this event for months in the lead up 
to this day. I was securing a Santa, sharing opportunities to serve with  
volunteers, putting supply lists together, working with Pastor Adam and 
Debbie Rowe on the event: decorations, timing, purpose, marketing and  
advertising, and what kids and families would do at the event. The final 
month I marketed and advertised with pamphlets, QR code sign-ups, word of 
mouth invitation, and through the powerful Planning Center Registrations 
app. That app allowed me to send an invite and the registration page to over 
two-hundred and fifty families. Out of those two hundred fifty, one-hundred 
were people not affiliated with the church, but who attended our TNT event. 
As a result, forty out of the seventy people who attended the event (out of the 
140 who signed up or showed interest), were returning visitors from our TNT 
event. Additionally, I created an event on Facebook that had fifty people 
show interest or RSVP to Cookies with Santa.  

As the ring leader during the event, I was running from station to  
station making sure people had seen Santa, and knew which of the three  
nativity story groups was up next. Then, during the first nativity story time, I 
kept saying, “the next nativity story is five minutes.” I noticed that I was  
going to have a difficult time because to my surprise, the kids were  
decorating cookies and consuming them just as quickly as they made them, 
and more vociferously and surprisingly, writing cards. The one part of the 
event I was most nervous and unsure about was the card writing station. I 
thought I was competing against cell phones and gaming systems. The Holy 
Spirit made me a holy fool that night. The kids were dialed in and making 
sure that no one this year was being left out of the Christmas season: fun and 
fellowship.  

This really is the cherry on top for all the other events and their  
success this year. As we planned and offered them, the Lord surprised us 
with how much interest people have, not only in the fun events, but the life 
of our church. In the same way, I was surprised that kids would want to write 
and send a card to those who need our love and support the most. It is not 
typically what we associate with fun, but it is amazing to shower others in 
God’s love, and seeing their response to it. We saw hundreds of new contacts 
and numerous people interested in, and showing up to, what we are doing as 
a community here at Lake Shore Church. Thanks for joining in on the  
celebration and I pray that this gives you courage for the ministry ahead! 

Written and Submitted by Brendan Ashley 








