
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                   

                                          
 

 
                                                                                                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  February 2026 - 3509 

Dear Friends: 

The story in Genesis not only describes God creating humankind as one of many 
species to populate the earth – but as the one species God created 
in God’s image. This not only gives us a special place within creation, but 
it also gives us a special place in God’s heart.  

When I say “us,” I don’t simply mean you and me. I mean all humanity. And  
humanity not in a general sense, but in each human person. The 
term theologians have used is Imago Dei, meaning, “the image of God.” This phrase 
names the whole conversation around the worth and dignity of each person.  

In a recent sermon, I shared my deep concern for the erosion of 
the Imago Dei in our public and shared life. The erosion comes in many forms 
and from all directions. This doesn’t mean all sides are equally guilty, only that on 
every side we can see how easily de-humanizing words get flung. Labeling,  
demeaning, name-calling, and personal attacks become steps into an ever-spiraling 
cycle of hatred and revenge.  

The recent, widely publicized deaths in Minneapolis are beyond tragic. And in the 
aftermath, I have been troubled by how quickly public speech can harden—how 
quickly blame and suspicion can be cast, and how easily the dignity of real people 
can be minimized. Truth-telling matters, restraint matters, and the dignified  
treatment of every human being must never be treated as optional. The struggle is 
not only over policies and procedures; it’s also over how we speak, how we tell the 
story, and whether we will protect the dignity of others even when we disagree, feel 
threatened, or fear the worst. 

As Christians we must champion the inherent worth and dignity of every human 
being.  It matters how we treat others…. Including the immigrant (documented or 
undocumented), those who have committed crimes, and those who protest. It mat-
ters how we treat law enforcement and those who serve in federal roles. It matters 
how we treat politicians. It matters how we treat those “on the other side.” It also 
matters that we hold those exercising federal power to the highest of standards and 
to demand the dignified treatment of every human being in the  
exercise of state authority.  

When a threat is large and people are screaming at you; “picking up your cross” can 
in fact seem foolish.  And yet, as the apostle Paul writes, “to those who are being 
saved, it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1: 18).  
May we hear the call and embody this truth as we seek justice, love kindness, and 
walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8).  

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Adam 





CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AT LAKE SHORE CHURCH:  

 
 

Written and Submitted by Jenna Dell  

The Lake Shore Church Band is excited to share we are 

presenting our third ever worship night – this time in 

celebration of the Lenten season! Join us in the  

sanctuary on Friday February 27th at 7pm for an  

awesome time of worship in concert fashion.  

In times past, this event is music heavy; including both 

upbeat and heartfelt praise songs, sharing of scripture, 

and moving testimony. We love doing events like these 

to invite all church members into a comforting space to 

dive into an intimate moment with God.   

For this worship night, the theme is “From Ashes to 

Grace”, shaped by the Lenten journey. The message is a 

reminder to slow down, reflect, and remember the  

forgiveness Jesus gifted us when he died on the cross.  

It’s a chance to bring all our mess, questions, and need 

for God’s grace. In this time of worship, we can rest in 

our faith that He meets us there.  

We look forward to you joining us as we move from 

ashes into grace together. 








