
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                   

                                          
 

 
                                                                                                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  February 2025 - 3509 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Our building is a hidden resource! I say "hidden," not because we are unaware of the 
blessing our sacred space is, but because of the opportunities that arise when we re-
main open to new and creative ways of sharing it. For years, we have welcomed 
community groups, nonprofits, members, and even businesses to use our building. 
Currently, four support groups meet here weekly, alongside the Lakeshore Ukulele 
Strummers and a local neighborhood association. We host overnight mission teams 
that come in from out of state. And both church members and the wider community 
can rent our building for special events. Sometimes we even provide it for free, like 
for Cops for Kids! 
 
The newest group using our space is called “Strictly God’s Business Ministries.” 
They are a church that was searching for a new worship space when they began cold-
calling churches in Saint Clair Shores. I don’t know how many churches they con-
tacted, but I do know we were the only ones to respond. From that initial connection, 
a kingdom-minded partnership was born. 
 
This partnership works well for us because they meet on Sunday afternoons at 1pm, 
a time when our building isn’t in use. It’s funny—when I think of Sundays, I think 
it's prime time for church activities. Yet, hidden in plain sight, was the reality that 
every Sunday afternoon, between worship and youth group, our building went quiet. 
Not anymore! Now, praises to God fill our building for the entire Sabbath. 
This partnership has been a blessing. Not only does it provide an additional revenue 
stream, but it’s also fostering new relationships. One of their leaders, Ozie, heard 
about our Food Pantry and offered to help. She now volunteers with our Clothes 
Closet. Their pastor, Rev. Kirby, is a wonderful leader, and if you linger after wor-
ship on Sundays, you might run into him or other members of their church. If you do, 
please say hi!  
 
As we’ve embraced this partnership, I can’t help but wonder about other opportuni-
ties God might lead us into—both with this church and through our building. While 
our building is used at least six days a week, there is still capacity for more. What 
else might God have in store for us? May God lead and guide us as we continue to 
steward all the gifts God has provided. 
  
Yours in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Adam 
 
 
 
 





CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AT LAKE SHORE CHURCH:  
A Celebration of God’s Work 
 

On December 19th, our entire basement was transformed for Dinner with 
Santa, an event filled with joy, generosity, and the true meaning of Christmas. 
The highlight of the evening was when Pastor Adam shared the Christmas sto-
ry with children who might otherwise never have had the chance to hear it. 
Yet, this was just one part of a much larger story.  

In total, 96 people attended, representing 18 family units. Additionally, nearly 
three dozen volunteers joined together to make the night possible. Families 
were invited because of their financial need, with many experiencing housing 
insecurity. One family was living in a shelter, and others were staying in mo-
tels. While homelessness is often associated with individuals on the side of 
the road, this event highlighted the hidden reality of families impacted by 
housing instability. Nationwide, homelessness has increased by 18% due to 
rising costs of living and housing. Locally, the Motor City Mitten Mission has 
observed a rise in families living in cars, storage units, and abandoned build-
ings. Faced with this reality, we remember how Jesus commanded us to care 
for "the least of these" (Matthew 25: 31-46).  This is why, when the Motor City 
Mitten Mission approached us to partner for what became Dinner with Santa, 
we eagerly agreed.    

Planning began in earnest two months prior. The event was an expansion of our 2023 partnership with the Shorewood 
Kiwanis, where we hosted a Family Christmas Dinner event at Leo’s Coney Island. Our purpose for being there was to 
reach kids and families who may otherwise not hear the story of Christmas.  That year, Pastor Adam was struck by one 
boy in particular who was unaware of the connection between Christmas and Jesus. All the kids had heard of Jesus, and 
they knew plenty about Santa and presents, but seeing the surprise in a child when they first learned the connection 
was both a shock and a blessing.   

This year, with the involvement of Gail Marrow and the Motor City Mitten Mission, we knew the event was going to be 
bigger and better. And so we moved it to Lake Shore Church.  When families registered, they submitted gift requests, 
and with the help of the St. Clair Shores Cops for Kids program, we wrapped one toy for each child. We also gathered 
additional toys to create a “Santa Shop” where kids could choose a couple of smaller toys based on their preferences. 
In addition, we gave away winter coats, gloves, hats, food boxes, home essentials, and opened our Clothes Closet.  

One of Lake Shore Church’s key contributions was once again sharing the Christmas story. Pastor Adam read from The 
Characters of Christmas, but he didn’t do it alone. Several parents from the church volunteered to help, and their chil-
dren reprised their roles from the Christmas Pageant to act out the story. With just one quick rehearsal, the children 
brought the story to life as “The Characters of Christmas”—a heartwarming opening act for the evening.  

Dinner was provided by partners including Encore Catering, Chicken Shack, Food Not Waste, and Vets Returning 
Home. Families arrived tentatively, unsure of what to expect, but by the time dinner was over and Santa made his en-
trance, the evening’s surprises were just beginning. The overwhelming generosity and joy of the event blessed not only 
the recipients but also everyone who helped make it possible.  

Written and Submitted by Adam Grosch 
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Breakfast Bunch 
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