
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                   

                                          
 

 
                                                                                                   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  December 2025 - 3509 

Dear Friends, 
 
The holidays are upon us. Halloween and fall decorations have already given way  
to Christmas. There has been a friendly argument in our house about whether 
Christmas decorations are allowed to go up before Thanksgiving. One of our kids 
wants to hold the line for the sake of Thanksgiving. He won the argument at home, 
but in public life he is certainly on the losing side. Christmas seems to come earlier 
every year—even though it always arrives on December 25th! 
 
We have some great Christmas outreach events coming up! 
The first is Cookies with Santa. I invite you not only to attend but to invite others! 
This is an outward-facing community event that is sure to be filled with fun and will 
include the telling of the Christmas story. It’s the kind of event that’s easy to invite 
people to, and a wonderful way to offer an introduction to the Lake Shore Church 
community. 
 
Later in the month, on December 16, we are once again partnering with Motor  
City Mitten Mission and Shorewood Kiwanis to host a Christmas Dinner  
celebration for families who are unhoused or precariously housed. I am grateful 
that, as a church family, we get to share Christ’s love in such a tangible way this 
Christmas. 
 
We’re also making a small change to our Sunday schedule leading into Christmas. 
Our choir has suggested a Unity Service on December 14, and we’re going to try 
it! They will host a free lunch following that service and invite us to stay afterward 
for an hour-long Christmas concert. Then, on the Sunday before Christmas, we are 
bringing our Children’s Pageant into our morning worship service—the kids will 
bring us the message by sharing the Greatest Story Ever Told. And be sure to join us 
on the Sunday after Christmas, as we gather for worship, bid farewell to Pastor 
Brendan, and continue to celebrate the good news of Jesus’ birth. 
 
No matter where your heart is this Christmas—whether you are filled with joy or 
grief, weariness or energy, longing or contentment, whether you are feeling alone 
with nothing to do or overwhelmed by invitations and parties—I pray that your  
experiences with Lake Shore Church this year will help center you in the hope, 
peace, joy, and love that come to us not through the trappings of the season, but 
through a relationship with the living God, who came to us as a baby. 
 
Grace and peace, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Adam 
 
P.S. You don’t need to invite everyone. Think of just one person or family to invite 
to Cookies with Santa or Christmas Eve—and invite them to come with you. 
 







CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AT LAKE SHORE CHURCH:  

Hi, beloved saints!  

Greetings! I hope this December newsletter finds you in good spirits. If not, 

then I hope it finds you in a little bit for the road ahead. I write to you with 

much gratitude and sorrow. My heart is so full, and the hurt is because my 

time here has been so good. I wish I could have had more time to be with, and 

work with you all. Alas, I trust the Lord will turn that ache and pain into joy 

for the season ahead, and for the people that God is calling me to next.  

Officially, I have been with you all for three years. For those brothers and  

sisters on the APNC, you worked and prayed for and searched for me for much 

longer than three years. Thank you for all your time, energy, and talents that 

you expressed in your search for me. You are the first church to call me and 

ordain me as a minister of Word and Sacrament. You guys wanted ME! As a 

young man, this has given me so much confidence about my pastoral gifts.   

 

Really though, you are the church I have had many first-time experiences with 

being a pastor and growing as a pastor. You are also the church that has helped 

me in countless ways personally, practically, and vocationally.  

From the opportunities to organize, plan, and lead worship and the teams that 

coincided with this; the role of expanding our outreach, by dressing up like a 

turtle, and running around to make sure people had water on a hot Memorial 

Day; or putting together follow up lists to reach out to attendees to keep them 

abreast of what is happening in the life of our church (I can’t forget all the  

people that worked with me on teams to make these times special and full). Oh, 

there were also opportunities to read books and study God’s word with people, 

start new teams, and work on all thing's media for the church (Again, I learned 

so much and grew so much over these three years).   

You all have changed how I pastor in today’s world. I have the tradition of being Presbyterian, and the faith that we 

are still moving forward with reform in the world we are called to dwell and work amongst with Jesus. The Lord  

truly was glorified in our work together in this place over the last three years. Lest I forget, I learned so much from 

continuing education engagements, wise elder statesmen and stateswomen telling me to “work smarter, not harder,” 

or “Look up when you are speaking to us,” and, of course, the staff who made the work environment one of meaning 

and purpose. Most importantly though, my heart was exposed here, albeit in the midst of all the job description items 

and roles I played. All these things I did and can do going forward, however, true pastoral call comes from the heart. 

The Spirit spoke through all that I am, said, and did here, through the Word, service, and people. She said to me, 

“Brendan, you are a relational pastor. This is your greatest gift to Me. This is the greatest gift you can offer yourself 

and people who need a friend and companion of faith along the way, truth, and life of Jesus.”   

Lastly, and not least, I am super grateful that I got to work with Pastor Adam. He is one of the best pastors in the 

PCUSA, and beyond. His heart for the Lord is pure, and his convictions for the church are true. We really have  

nothing to fear in the work we do here on earth together. Adam taught me that there is so much hope in each one of 

our faiths. Adam’s leadership proves this.   

Keep following the Lord and remember how much God loves you. Like, He really does. You are His greatest work, 

so live like it. As one of my mentors taught, “God didn’t make no junk.” Don’t wait for someone to tell you that or 

give you the “get to heaven quick pass.” You have it here at Lake Shore Church, and other people need it too.  

I leave you with these goodbye words from the lyrics of a popular song, “[Brendan], you don’t have to go home, but 

you can’t stay here.” It’s been a blast. See you on the other side. ;)  

 

 
Written and Submitted by Brendan Ashley 
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